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Helping the vulnerable
GARETH NARUNSKY

WINEMAKER Richie Harkham is
known for the passion he brings to
the kosher wines he produces at
Harkham Winery in the Hunter
Valley.
Now, Harkham has taken that
same passion and put it towards helping vulnerable young girls in Kenya in
his role as a director of the Saikeri
Girls Boarding House project, located
in a village a two-hour drive from
Nairobi.
The boarding house provides shelter, food, clean water and an education for girls up to the age of 13 who
would otherwise have to travel long
distances to school, while living under
the threat of forced marriages, rape
and genital mutilation.
“We take the worst cases of kids
that have nowhere else to go. Kids
who are so innocent and sweet,”
Harkham told The AJN.
“The objective is simply to provide
an opportunity and the chance to live
an independent and successful life
and to grow up – to go from a child to
an adult where they can bear their
own responsibility.”
Harkham has been busily raising
funds – via a wine-pairing dinner and
a comedy night – to add 10 more beds
to the 30 that the boarding house currently has, in addition to a multipurpose dining and study hall and

Winemaker Richie Harkham at Harkham Winery’s new cellar door.

Paul Mersiades in the UN General Assembly.

running water so the shelter doesn’t
have to rely on rainwater tanks.
On June 10 he will fly to Kenya to
physically work on the project himself. “I’m actually going to go with a
tool belt and I’m going to go and start
building,” he said.
He has also been using Harkham
Winery’s new cellar door, which was
officially launched last week, as an
avenue to help the charity.
“The wine philosophy, it’s all
about giving back,” he explained. “We
take from the earth – I take all the
grapes and I reap the benefits of the
earth – and we give back to the earth.
“So everyone that comes into my
cellar door and buys a bottle of wine,
we give them a $1 coin back.

Model student gets
a glimpse of UN

“And they give the coin.”
Harkham has also been selling
jewellery made by women in the
Saikeri community and plans to set
up an Australian distribution network on their behalf.
He said it feels great to talk about
the Saikeri Girls Boarding House
project to cellar door visitors.
“I love it. It’s actually one of the
most rewarding things that I’ve ever,
ever done and am part of, and I’m so
proud that I have this opportunity to
make such a difference.”
Read about the charity at www.saikeri.com.
Follow Richie’s progress in Kenya at
Harkham Winery’s Facebook page:
www.facebook.com/pages/HarkhamWindarra-Wine-Estate/394318703988381.

Youth movements come together
More than 40 Zionist youth in years 10 and 11 from Betar, Bnei Akiva, Habonim Dror, Hineni and Netzer all came together along
with 10 leaders for the Australasian Zionist Youth Council’s (AZYC’s) recent camp. Participants shared their own youth movement’s traditions, chants, songs and ideas, while on Shabbat there was a variety of prayer services offered – cultural, Orthodox
and Reform.
The camp also provided a forum for discussion on current religious and political topics, giving participants the opportunity
to learn and debate about the issues facing our community and Jewish people today. “It’s all about creating a sense of unity
between these movements, teaching both students and leaders about one another and planning how to build up the Jewish
community together, not separately,” a AZYC spokesperson said.
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UNIVERSITY of New South Wales
(UNSW) student Paul Mersiades
described participating in the
recent National Model United
Nations Conference in New York as
two of the best weeks of his life.
Mersiades was one of 20 members of the UNSW United Nations
Society to successfully apply to take
part in the conference, alongside
delegates from around the world.
He told The AJN the experience
was amazing.
“I wasn’t really sure what to
expect, but it was really great, we
had such a good time,” he said.
“The first week was the actual
conference and the second week we
spent time just hanging out in New
York. I have to say it was two of the
best weeks of my life.”
The UNSW team represented
the Republic of Malawi in the
model conference.
Mersiades said sitting in the
United Nations General Assembly
(UNGA) was the highlight.
“It was really cool sitting where
actual world leaders sit, voting with
the machines that they use and all
that sort of stuff,” he said.
“We had to vote on the things

that we were working on beforehand – on the last day we were in
the UNGA and that’s where we
voted on that. So that was really
fun.”
He said he learnt how difficult
diplomacy can be.
“Everyone has different cultural
values and experiences and priorities, and I guess the hardest thing is
working to the things that we have
in common, and trying to find
something in common that we can
get out of it,” he said.
On the social side, he said meeting people from around the world
was “really cool”.
“[There are] a few people that
I’m definitely keeping in contact
with on Facebook and that kind of
thing, so it was really interesting.
I’ve never done that kind of thing
before,” he said.
The second-year law student
added that participating in the
conference was an “extra-curricular hobby” and he hopes to work in
the area of commercial law once he
finishes his studies.
Held annually, the National
Model United Nations Conference
attracts more than 5000 university
students from over 39 countries
each year.

